
  Give Thanks for:  
   Someone to love 

   Ones who love us 

   People willing to help people 

   the American Dream 

   Our Troops, willing and able to protect us 

  Pray for:  
   ·The ability to recognize basic needs: 

    Food & Water 

    Shelter 

    Clothing 

    Companionship 

   ·Ability and imagination to provide for basic needs 

   ·Insight to differentiate needs from wants; desire from greed 

   ·Recognition that the world does not owe us a living 

   ·Feeling of pride when we earn what we get 

   ·Opportunity to experience the consequences of our own actions 

Inside is Direct Reading ï 061  Rules and Ethics 

This Article Satisfies the New CE Requirements  

The Board of Medical Examiners and The Board of Osteopathic Examination 

passed a New Rule regarding Continuing Education (CE). 

§For each renewal period, each person must obtain two (2) credits covering  

Board Rules, Ethics, Sexual boundaries, and other related topics.  

There can be more than two such credits, but the minimum is two.  

These credits are not in addition to, but rather two of the 20 credits required. 

§ARRT - RTs must have a state license if working in a Physicianôs office. 

These two special credits are required for the state. The 24 credits earned for ARRT do suffice for 

state requirements, but if the 24 credits do not include at least two of these special credits,  

RTs must obtain these credits for state license renewal. 

§The Board of Chiropractic Examiners has a similar rule, with the following differences: 

Two such credits must be earned for the first calendar year that CE is required. 

These two special credits are in addition to the usual six (6) per year. 

Limited X -Ray License  
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Adopt a Pet  

 

Help at a Shelter  
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Clinical Sites 
Wanted  

Are you interested 
in becoming a 

clinical site for the 
limited 

x-ray program? 
Contact Ann for details 

at ann@resxrn.com 

FROM  THE  EDITOR  
 

The Editors would like to thank 

everyone for the many wonderful 

responses we have had. This 

confirms to us that our efforts are 

well-received and worthwhile. 

Our objective in publishing  

X-Ray News covers several 

areas: 

ð It is a way to provide the 

required continuing education 

credits. 

ð It is a way to communicate 

updated information on new or 

proposed legislation, rules 

changes, ñstateò news in general. 

ð It is a way to help build a 

better understanding of the most 

basic principles of radiography 

and patient care. 

ð It is a way to share tips that 

can be put to immediate use in 

the workroom for improvement. 

ð And it is our overall objective 

to increase awareness and 

understanding of the potential 

hazards of radiation, the 

importance of quality 

radiographs, and the necessity of 

staff and patient protection 

during radiography. 

We encourage everyone to share 

their thoughts, ideas, and 

opinions.  All Letters to the 

Editor will be considered for 

print. 

Sincerely,  
Phyllis Gregg, Editor  

http://www.res-xraynews.com
mailto:xrn@res-xraynews.com
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ANSWERS TO 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

1. b ƅparallel to the IR 

2. d ƅtransthoracic lateral (Lawrence) 

3. b ƅ04³-1/³bdog`k`c  

4. cƅspenoidal 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

ƅ Sg`s cd`sgr ax ƊVqnmf Ch`fmnrhrƊ hr

estimated to be 40,000 - 80,000 per year.  

ƅ That a hospital in Pennsylvania is under 

investigation for 92 prostate cancer 

patients being overdosed with radiation 

therapy treatments.  

ƅ That the California Department of 

Health has levied a $25,000 fine against a 

community hospital believed to have failed 

to follow its own policy regarding radiation 

safety.  

ƅ That the cleanest country is Finland, 

followed by Norway, then Canada.  

ƅ That the country with the highest life 

expectancy is Andorra, at 83.5 years.  

FUN TIME!  
The words used in this word search 
puzzle are taken from DR-061 Rules 
and Ethics contained in this issue. 
Words may read normally, from 
right to left, bottom to top, top to 
bottom, or on any diagonal. 
Solution is on page 2.  
  ethics 
  morality 
  virtue 
  value 
  truth 
  principle 
  knowledge 
  tennessee  
  medical 
  osteopathic 
  chiropractic 
  podiatry 
  asrt 
  arrt 
  code 
  rules 
  state 
  government 
  health 
  boards 
  xray 
  reciprocity 
  quality 
  regulations 
  compliance 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 
 

1. For the AP projection of the elbow, the 

humeral epicondyles are:  

 a. perpendicular to the IR  

 b. parallel to the IR  

 c. superimposed over each other  

 d. not clearly seen  

2. A lateral projection of the shoulder and 

proximal humerus can be obtained with 

which of the following:  

 a. PA oblique (scapular Y)  

 b. inferosuperior axial (Lawrence)  

 c. inferosuperior (West Point)  

 d. transthoracic lateral (Lawrence)  

3. The CR angle for an AP axial cervical 

exam is:  

 `- 0/³ bdog`k`c 

 a- 04³-1/³ bdog`k`c 

 b- 1/³ bdog`k`c 

 d. variable, depending upon the body 

habitus  

4. Which sinus is located immediately 

below the sella turcica?  

 a. frontal  

 b. ethmoidal  

 c. sphenoidal  

 d. maxillary  

Knowledge not acted 
on is but useless 

information  
PG 
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Direct Reading DR-061 
Rules and Ethics 

by Phyllis Irwin Gregg, R.T. (R) (ARRT) 

To receive 4  credits for this Continuing Education Direct Reading, read this article, read the  Post-Test questions on 

pages 22 -24 , read the Answer Sheet Instructions on page 21 , answer the questions on the Answer Sheet Insert, 

then mail the Answer Sheet to X -Ray News.  

Note: X-Ray News subscribers can receive Continuing Education credits through Direct Readings in  
X-Ray News. If you are not a current subscriber to X-Ray News, you may use the Direct Reading in this issue for 

Continuing Education credits by subscribing on page 27. We will immediately send you an Answer Sheet. 

Current and past issues of X-Ray News can be read or downloaded from our website at www.resxrn.com 
 Click on link for X-Ray News Articles 

This article satisfies the new Rule requiring Continuing Education to include two (2) credits  

discussing Rules and Ethics. This Article is worth four (4) credits. 

We Will Begin this Article with Rules, and End with Ethics.  
 

Rules  
Let us get an overview of the people who make the laws and rules governing workers in the medical arena. 

The Tennessee State Government has many Departments, Divisions, Bureaus, etc. Like any other governmental body, it has three 

primary branches. In the simplest of definitions: 

the Executive Branch has the power to approve or veto laws, and carries out the law; 

the Legislative Branch makes the laws; 

the Judicial Branch argues meaning of laws, and determines if the laws are Constitutional. 

The American and State constitutional systems include a notion known as the Separation of Powers. In this system, several branches 

of government are created, and power is shared among them. At the same time, the powers of one branch can be challenged by an-

other branch. This provides for the very necessary system of checks and balances. 

The purpose of this article  is to discuss the Rules and Regulations governing people who operate X-Ray Equipment,  

commonly called X-Ray Operators, and the Providers who hire X-Ray Operators. Both X-Ray Operators and their Physician/

Employers have a responsibility to know the Laws and Rules, the Scope of Practice, the requirements for Continuing Education, and 

the consequences of non-compliance. It is also the responsibility of both to understand and abide by these Laws and Rules and the 

Codes of Ethics. 

Some of the Governmental bodies and agencies relevant to this article are the Dept of Health, the Bureau of Health Licensure and 

Regulation, the Division of Health Related Boards, the Boards of Examiners, the Office of General Counsel, and the Office of  

Investigations. 

Who Makes and Enforces the Rules?  
Statutes are proposed and made law by the Tennessee State General Assembly (Legislature). 

The Boards, following specific notice requirements and hearings, adopt rules. Both the Legislature and the Boards have the force of 

law and may be used in the regulation of a profession. 

The Boards interpret the laws, rules, and regulations to determine the appropriate standards of practice in an effort to ensure the 

highest degree of professional conduct. 

The Boards are responsible for initiating investigations of alleged violations of the Practice Act and Rules, and are responsible for 

the discipline of licensees who are found guilty of such violations. The Boards are also vested with the responsibility of ratifying 

licenses and certificates. 

The Board of Medical Examiners was created in 1901 by an act of the State Legislature, the Board of Osteopathic Examination  

in 1905, the Board of Chiropractic Examiners  in 1923, and the Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners in 1931.  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Why Do We Have Rules?  
All persons operating x-ray machines in physiciansô offices in Tennessee must possess a certificate issued by the Boards. This cer-

tificate allows the applicant to obtain a license. X-Ray machines are defined as equipment that will produce ionizing radiation. 

It is the mission of each Board to safeguard the health, safety, and welfare of Tennesseans by requiring those who practice health 

care professions within this state to be qualified. Thus, the Boards must review licensure applications and determine whether the 

applicant is qualified to be issued a license in accordance with the facts, the law, and the regulatory statutes governing the profes-

sions. 

All Board members, with few exceptions, are appointed by the Governor. 

The Attorney General is the Chief Legal Officer, and helps all three Branches of Government; 

The Division of Health Related Boards provides administrative support to all the Boards; 

The Office of Investigations investigates complaints and reports of non-compliance or questionable actions for all the Boards. 

We need to create an environment of consistency regarding standards, qualifications, and compliance, and 

to ensure that our patients, the operators, and the general public will be safe, be treated with respect, be protected from the spreading 

of pathogens, and receive/produce quality results. 

What Are the Rules?  
This Article contains Tables and Charts that compare four Examining Boards: Medical, Osteopathic, Chiropractic, and Podiatric. 

The Charts compare Rules, Scope of Practice, Exemptions, Reciprocity, and Penalties for Non-Compliance. 

These are some initial requirements to be eligible to apply for a license to operate x-ray equipment in Tennessee: 
 

   Applicants must be at least 18 years of age and possess a high school (or its equivalent) diploma; 

   Be free from physical and mental impairment that would interfere with the performance of duties or would otherwise  

      constitute a hazard to the health or safety of patients; 

   Be of good moral character; 

   Complete a Criminal Background Check; 

   Successfully complete a Board-Approved Limited X-Ray Course; 

   Successfully complete the required Supervised Clinical hours; 

   Pass the Board-Required Examination; 

   Complete and send the Board-specific Application, including applicable fees and attachments, to the Board. 

If the Board accepts everything surrounding the application, the Board will declare the applicant Certified.  

Then, the Health Related Boards will issue a License to the certified person. 

A License is issued for a twenty-four (24) month period. The specific dates will be determined by the licenseeôs birth month. 

License renewal requires appropriate, Board-Approved Continuing Education (CE) for each 24-month period of the license. 

Before the expiration date, the licensee must complete and sign a License Renewal Application, and send it, with all applicable fees 

and attachments to the Board. 

If the licensee has successfully met all the renewal requirements, the Board will approve renewal of the license. Then HRB will send  

a Renewal License to the licensee covering the next 24-month period. 

 

Next are Tables and Charts, appearing in the following order: 
 

 1. Definitions 

 2. Rules Part A ï X-Ray 

 3. Rules Part B ï Bone Densitometry (with State Rules for RTôs at the bottom) 

 4. Exemptions and Reciprocity 

 5. Scope of Practice Part A (with Supervision Rules for Techs and Physicians at the bottom) 

 6. Scope of Practice Part B (Body Categories and Views allowed) 

 7. Penalties for non-licensure or working outside the scope of oneôs license (with Change of Address or Name rules at the bottom) 

 8. Penalties for non-compliance of CE requirements 

(Continued on page 6) 

(Continued from page 4) 



OctïDec 2009 X-Ray News, Vol. 15, No. 4 Page 6 

Definitions Used in Limited X-Ray Rules in Tennessee 
The Definitions below are summarized definitions of words/terms used in this Article. 

 

DepartmentðTennessee Department of Health 
 

CommissionerðCommissioner of the Tennessee Department of Health 
 

Division of  Health Related Boards (HRB)ð Administrative Office established by the Commissioner for the control 

of all administrative functions of the Boards. 
 

DirectorðThe person appointed by the Commissioner to serve as Administrative Officer of HRB. 
 

BoardsðAll Boards, Councils, and Committees assigned to HRB. 
 

Licensed PhysicianðA Physician who is medically qualified and legally authorized by the Boards, HRB, and  

Department of Health to practice medicine within the scope of his/her license, in the state of Tennessee.    
 

RadiographerðOne who practices radiography. Some of the Boards use the word Practitioner to mean the same. 

Since physicians are sometimes referred to as Practitioner, we will use Radiographer in this Article. 
 

CertificationðA Board will study a personôs application and the attachments and compare it to the requirements.  

If all requirements are met, then the Board accepts the application. This person is now certified by this Board.  
 

LicensureðOnce a Board has certified a person, the Health Related Boards sends the person a License signed by the 

Director of HRB. This License is often called a Certificate; Licensure is often called Certification. 
 

Technically, the Boards certify, then the person receives his license by HRB.  

The actual piece of paper showing the required information, can be called a License or a Certificate.  

The License/Certificate must be displayed in a location visible to all x-ray patients. 
 

 

Full CertificationðCertification obtained by submitting verification from ARRT (for Medical & Osteopathic offices); 

ARRT or ACRRT (in Chiropractic offices); ARRT, ACRRT, or TPMA (in Podiatry offices). 
 

A Full Certification license will enable the holder to perform, except for Bone Densitometry, any and all  

radiographic procedures or functions in a physicianôs office. 
 

Limited Certification ðCertification issued by the Tennessee Examining Boards which enables the holder to per-

form only those radiological procedures intended for the body areas or specialties indicated on the license. 
 

UpgradeðOne can obtain a Limited Certification in, for instance (only) Chest radiography. He may later take the  

required course (for example, Extremities), obtain the required supervised clinical experience, take and pass the required 

examination, and then apply to upgrade his current Chest license to include Extremities. 
 

ARRTðAmerican Registry of Radiologic Technologists 

 

ACRRTðAmerican Chiropractic Registry of Radiologic Technologists 

 

ASPMAðAmerican Society of Podiatric Medical Assistants 
 

TPMAðTennessee Podiatric Medical Association 
 

PMACðPodiatric Medical Assistant, Certified 
 

RT (ARRT)ðRegistered Radiologic Technologist, certified by ARRT 
 

MXðMedical X-Ray Technologist, sometimes referred to as MXT; a person certified by the TN Board of Medical  

Examiners and/or TN Board of Osteopathic Examination (some old x-ray licenses from Osteopathic Board say 

DORT); scope status is Limited Certification, and is allowed to  

perform limited radiography in Medical, Osteopathic, Chiropractic, and Podiatric offices. 
 

MXRTðAn RT (ARRT) licensed by one of the TN Boards to perform radiography in Physiciansô offices; scope 

status is Full Certification, and is allowed to perform radiography in Medical, Osteopathic, Chiropractic, and  

Podiatric offices. 

(Continued on page 7) 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Definitions pg 2 of 2 
 

CRTðRegistered Chiropractic Radiologic Technologist, certified by ACRRT 
 

CXTðCertified Chiropractic X-Ray Technologist; a person certified by the TN Board of Chiropractic Examiners; 

scope status is Limited Certification and is allowed to perform limited radiography in Chiropractic and Podiatric  

offices. 
 

Podiatric X-Ray OperatorðA person certified by the Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners; scope status is  

Limited Certification, and is allowed to perform limited radiography in a podiatric office. 
 

Techða short name for technologist, technician, or radiographer 
 

Clinical TrainingðHands-on observation and participation in the production of diagnostic radiographs.  

Clinical training must be supervised by the following: 

Medical & Osteopathic: either a residency-trained radiologist or by a licensed physician in conjunction and   

consultation with a fully-licensed and registered operator (RT(ARRT)), with at least three (3) years experience    

when appropriate.  

Chiropractic: a Licensed Chiropractor 

Podiatry: a Licensed Podiatrist 
 

SupervisionðThe ongoing direct review for the purpose of training or teaching by a Supervising Physician who 

monitors the performance of an individual. The Supervisor provides regular documented face-to-face guidance and 

instructions with respect to the skills and competencies of the person being supervised. 
 

Current, In Good Standing Licenseða description of the status of a license, meaning that the licensee has done  

everything necessary to obtain or renew his license, that there is nothing or no one pending the license, and that the 

license is unencumbered. 
 

Good Moral Characterðthe quality of being well-regarded in personal behavior and professional ethics. 
 

Penaltyða punishment, loss, or consequence imposed or incurred for a violation of law or rule. 
 

Schedule of Civil Penalties: 
 

Type A Civil Penalty may be imposed when a person required to be certified by the Board is guilty of willfully and 

knowingly violating Board Rules and Regulations to the extent that is, or is likely to be, an imminent, substantial 

threat to the health, safety, and welfare of an individual patient or the public. 
 

Example of Type A Violation: a person practicing radiography in a health care office without being certified by the Board  

governing that office, and not being licensed by the State of Tennessee. 

Type A Civil Penalties shall be assessed in the amount of not less than $500 and not more than $1,000.  
 

Type B Civil Penalty may be imposed whenever the Board finds the person required to be certified by the Board,  

to be guilty of a violation of Board Rules and Regulations, in such manner as to impact directly on the care of  

patients or the public. 
 

Example of Type B Violation: a licensed person practicing radiography in a health care office who goes to work intoxicated. 

Depending on the severity of this situation, it could be elevated to a Type A. 

Type A Civil Penalties shall be assessed in the amount of not less than $100 and not more than $500. 

 

Type C Civil Penalty may be imposed when the Board finds that a person required to be certified by the Board is 

guilty of a violation of the Board Rules and Regulations, which is neither directly harmful to patients or the public, 

nor directly impacts their care. This violation only has an indirect effect on patient care or the public. 
 

Example of Type C Violation: a licensed person practicing radiography in a health care office who has let his license lapse, or 

has not complied with Continuing Education requirements. 
Type A Civil Penalties shall be assessed in the amount of not less than $50 and not more than $100. 
 

A Note of Interest: Any action that is determined to warrant a Civil Penalty can also be disciplined with other  

fines and/or penalties. 

(Continued on page 8) 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Comparisons among these Four Examining Boards for 
General Rules Re: Limited X-Ray in Tennessee 

Rules Part Að X-Ray 
  

All Rules or excerpts from all Rules of these four Examining Boards are Summarized for brevity. 
For details, refer to the entire Rules at each Boardôs website; see References. 

All Persons (with exceptions listed in this Article) Operating X-Ray Equipment in  

Medical, Osteopathic, Chiropractic, and Podiatry Physiciansô Offices in Tennessee 

must possess a license to perform only those examinations in Limited Radiography  

that are certified by the appropriate Examining Board.  

This license/certificate must be posted in a location visible to all patients receiving radiographic examinations. 

Component 
Board of Medical  

Examiners 

Board of  

Osteopathic  

Examination 

Board of  

Chiropractic  

Examiners 

Board of Podiatric 

Medical Examiners 

Minimum  

Requirements for  

Basic Limited  

X-Ray CORE Course 

Successful Completion of  
Board-Approved Course 

  
Minimum of fifty (50)  

class hours 
 

Bone Densitometry Rules Listed 

in Rules Part B 

Successful Completion of  
Board-Approved Course 

  
Minimum of fifty (50) 

class hours 
 

Bone Densitometry Rules  

Listed in Rules Part B 

Successful Completion of  
Board-Approved Course 

  
Minimum of forty-eight (48)  

class hours 

Successful Completion of  
Board-Approved Course 

  
Minimum of six (6)  

contact hours 

Body Areas  

Allowed and  

Minimum # of  

Classroom Hours 

Chest 10 
Extremities 40 

Spine 30 
Skull/Sinus 10 

Chest 10 
Extremities 40 

Spine 30 
Skull/Sinus 10 

Spine 
Extremities 

  
Class hours included in Core 

Foot & Ankle 
  

Class hours included in Core 

Requirements for  

Minimum # of   

Supervised  

Clinical Hours 

Chest - 30 
Extremities - 80 

Spine - 80 
Skull/Sinus - 30 

Chest - 60 
Extremities - 80 

Spine - 80 
Skull/Sinus - 60 

Successful Completion of  1040 
hours 

Successful Completion of   
60 hours 

Requirements for  

Examination 
ARRT Limited Scope  

Examination in Radiography 
  

Minimum score 65% correct 

ARRT Limited Scope  

Examination in Radiography 
  

Minimum score 65% correct 

ACRRT Certification Examination 
  

Minimum score 70% correct 

 TPMA Examination given at its 
annual meeting or PMAC  

Examination given by ASPMA 

or other  Board-Approved Exam 
  

Minimum score 70% correct 

Requirements for 

Board-Approved  

Continuing  

Education (CE) 
  

Twenty (20) credits* per  
biennial license period 

  
(for Audit Security, 

get 10 credits PER YEAR) 
  

Provide Documentation 
when Audited 

Twenty (20) credits* per biennial 
license period 

  
(for Audit Security, 

get 10 credits PER YEAR) 
  

Provide Documentation 
when Audited 

Six (6) credits** 
each calendar year. 

  
Each year, send original  

documentation to the Board, to be 

received no later than Jan. 15th for 
preceding year. 

Four (4) hours 
per biennial license period 

  
Provide Documentation 

when Audited 

*Two (2) of these twenty (20) credits must be directly related to Rules and Ethics.  
  These two (2) credits must also include content pertaining to ARRT Standards of Ethics if the licensee is fully certified. 

    

**  Even numbered years can only be in traditional style credits; Odd numbered years, can be in multi-media format; 
** New Licensees are exempt from Continuing Education for the calendar year they are licensed; 

** The 1st calendar year that CE is required for each licensee, a two (2)-hour Board-Approved course in risk management, sexual/professional  

        boundaries, and Tennessee statutory & regulatory chiropractic jurisprudence is required.   

     This is in addition to the regular six (6) hours of CE required for that year. 

 

Upgrading an Existing License 
 

for  
 

Board of Medical Examiners 
  

and 
 

Board of Osteopathic Examination 

Complete and Send to the Appropriate Board:  
 

Åan Application for Upgrading a license to operate x-ray equipment and 
 

Åproof of required class hours for the body part being added and 
 

Åproof of required supervised clinical hours for the body part being added and 
 

Åproof of successful completion of the required examination and 
 

Åthe original current license/certificate, which will be upgraded to include the new 

      categories, and then returned to the applicant. 
 

See the above chart for requirements of class hours and clinical hours for the category 

you wish to add to your current license. 

(Continued on page 9) 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Comparisons among these Four Examining Boards for 

General Rules Re: Limited X-Ray in Tennessee 

Rules Part BðBone Densitometry 
  

All Rules or excerpts from all Rules of the four Examining Boards are Summarized for brevity. 
For details, refer to the entire Rules at each Boardôs website; see References. 

All Persons (with exceptions listed in this Article) Operating X-Ray Equipment in  

Medical and Osteopathic Physiciansô offices in Tennessee 

must possess a license to perform only those examinations in Limited Radiography  

that are certified by the appropriate Examining Board.  

This license/certificate must be posted in a location visible to all patients receiving radiographic examinations. 

Component Board of Medical Examiners Board of Osteopathic  

Examination 

Minimum  

Requirements for  

Bone Densitometry (BD) 

CORE Course 
 

 

Successful Completion of Board-Approved Course 
  

Minimum of 24 class hours 

 

IF one possesses a Limited X-Ray License in TN,  

the X-Ray Core Course taken will suffice for the  

BD Core Course requirement. 

However, the BD Core Course will not suffice  

for the Limited X-Ray Core Course requirements. 

Successful Completion of Board-Approved Course 
  

Minimum of 24 class hours 

 

IF one possesses a Limited X-Ray License in TN,  

the X-Ray Core Course taken will suffice for the  

BD Core Course requirement. 

However, the BD Core Course will not suffice  

for the Limited X-Ray Core Course requirements. 

Machine-Specific  

Training  

Machine-Specific training may be done by the Manu-

facturer (or authorized  Representative) or by a person 

holding a Certificate in Bone Densitometry who has 

received machine-specific training by the Manufac-

turer on the appropriate machine 

 

Requirements for  

Examination 

ARRT Limited Scope Examination in  

Bone Densitometry 
  

Minimum score 65% correct 

ARRT Limited Scope Examination in  

Bone Densitometry 
  

Minimum score 65% correct 

Requirements for  

Board-Approved  
 

Continuing Education (CE) 

  

Twenty (20) credits* per biennial license period 
  
(for Audit Security, get 10 credits PER YEAR) 
  
Provide Documentation when Audited 
 

These BD CE requirements are the same as  

Limited X-Ray. However, if a person is certified in  

X-Ray and Bone Densitometry, there are only the described 
twenty (20) credits due (not 40). 

Twenty (20) credits* per biennial license period 
  
(for Audit Security, get 10 credits PER YEAR) 
  
Provide Documentation when Audited 
 

These BD CE requirements are the same as  

Limited X-Ray. However, if a person is certified in  

X-Ray and Bone Densitometry, there are only the described 
twenty (20) credits due (not 40). 

*Two (2) of these twenty (20) credits must be directly related to Rules and Ethics.  
   These two (2) credits must also include content pertaining to ARRT Standards of Ethics if the licensee is fully certified 

Rules for RTôs (ARRT) in Tennessee 

All  RTôs MUST apply for Board Licensure in Tennessee if  s/he works in a Physicianôs Office. This is not only required by the 

State of Tennessee, but also it is required by ARRT to comply with all state rules and regulations. 
 

ARRT RTôs who hold a Certificate/License with the Boards discussed in this Article are Fully Certified, and, except for Bone 

Densitometry, may perform any and all radiographic procedures or functions in a Physicianôs office, that are within the American 

Society of Radiologic Technologists (ASRT) Scope of Practice for Radiographers. 
 

If the RT has an x-ray license in TN, that was obtained before July 1, 2006 for Medical offices, or July 1, 2007 for  

Osteopathic offices, there is nothing more required of the RT. This license automatically includes Bone Densitometry. 
 

But, if the license was obtained after those dates, there are only two (2) routes for licensure to perform Bone  

Densitometry in Tennessee: 
 

1. Obtain a Post-Radiography certificate with ARRT by passing the ARRT Bone Densitometry Exam for RTôs, and send a copy of 

this to the Board with the appropriate Application, 

or 
2. Complete all the requirements to obtain a Limited Certificate in Bone Densitometry in TN. 

(Continued on page 10) 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Comparisons among these Four Examining Boards for Rules Re: Limited X-Ray in Tennessee 

Exemptions and Reciprocity 
  

All Rules or excerpts from all Rules of the four Examining Boards are Summarized for brevity. 
For details, refer to the entire Rules at each Boardôs website; see References. 

  

Component 
Board of Medical  

Examiners 

Board of Osteopathic  

Examination 
Board of Chiropractic  

Examiners 

Board of Podiatric 
Medical Examiners 

 

 

 

 

Exemptions 

ÅLicensed Medical Doctors; 
 

ÅMedical interns, residents, clini-

cal fellows; 
 

ÅStudents engaged in clinical 

practice while enrolled in a 

Board-Approved course; 
 

ÅGraduates of a Board-Approved 

course who are waiting to take 

the exam, but only for a period of 

six (6) months, and for 75 days 

after taking exam; 
 

ÅAll work done during exempt 

periods must be under  

Supervision. 

ÅLicensed Osteopathic  

Physicians; 
 

ÅOsteopathic interns, residents, 

clinical fellows; 
 

ÅStudents engaged in  

clinical practice while enrolled 

in a Board-Approved course; 
 

ÅGraduates of a Board-

Approved course who are wait-

ing to take the exam, but only 

for a period of six (6) months, 

and for 75 days after taking 

exam; 
 

ÅAll work done during the ex-

empt periods must be under 

Supervision. 
  

ÅLicensed Chiropractic  

Physicians; 
 

ÅStudents engaged in clinical 

practice while enrolled in a 

Board-Approved course; 
 

ÅGraduates of a Board-

Approved course who are wait-

ing to take the exam, but only 

for a period of six (6) months, 

and for 75 days after taking 

exam; 
 

ÅAll work done during the  

exempt periods must be under 

Supervision. 

ÅWhile the x-ray operator  

is obtaining the supervised 

clinical experience, s/he 

may take x-rays only in the  

presence of the supervising  

licensed podiatrist or a  

certified podiatric x-ray 

operator. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reciprocity 

ÅAny person who holds a  

current, in good standing  

radiological certificate issued by 

another state, with verification 

that the educational and clinical 

standards are at least equivalent 

to, or greater than the TN  

Medical X-Ray Rules, may re-

ceive, at the Boardôs discretion, 

certification at the  

appropriate level; 
 

ÅAny person who holds a  

current, in good standing  

certificate from ARRT may  

receive Full Certification, 

except for Bone Densitometry. 
 

See Table for RTôs (ARRT) in  

Tennessee in this Article. 

ÅAny person who holds a  

current, in good standing  

radiological certificate issued by 

another state, with verification 

that the educational and clinical 

standards are at least equivalent 

to, or greater than the TN  

Osteopathic X-Ray Rules,  

may receive, at the Boardôs 

discretion, certification at the 

appropriate level; 
 

ÅAny person who holds a  

current, in good standing  

certificate from ARRT may 

receive Full Certification, 

except for Bone Densitometry; 
 

See Table for RTôs (ARRT) in  

Tennessee in this Article. 
 

ÅAny person who holds an un-

encumbered certificate to prac-

tice radiography, which in-

cludes Spine, issued by the  

TN Board of Medical  

Examiners. 

ÅAny person who holds a  

current, in good standing  

radiological certificate issued  

by another state, with verifica-

tion that the educational and 

clinical standards are at least 

equivalent to, or greater than the 

TN Chiropractic X-Ray Rules, 

may receive, at the Boardôs  

discretion, certification at the  

appropriate level; 
 

ÅAny person who holds a  

current, in good standing  

certificate from ARRT may 

receive Full Certification; 
 

ÅAny person who holds a  

current, in good standing  

certificate from ACRRT may 

receive Full Certification; 
 

ÅAny person who holds an  

unencumbered certificate to 

practice radiography, which  

includes Spine, issued by either 

the TN Board of Medical  

Examiners or the TN Board of 

Osteopathic Examination. 

ÅAny person who holds a 

current, in good standing 

radiological certificate  

issued by another state, with 

verification of at least  

equivalent educational and 

clinical standards as the TN  

Podiatric X-Ray Rules, may 

receive at the Boardôs dis-

cretion, certification at the  

appropriate level; 
 

ÅAny person who holds a 

current, in good standing 

certificate from ARRT may 

receive Full Certification; 
 

ÅAny person who holds an 

unencumbered certificate to 

practice radiography, which 

includes Extremities, issued 

by The TN Board of  

Medical Examiners, or the  

TN Board of Osteopathic 

Examination, or the  

TN Board of Chiropractic 

Examiners. 

Your True Character Is Revealed when No One Is Watching 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Comparisons among these Four Examining Boards for Rules Re: Limited X-Ray 
 

Scope of Practice Part A 
 

All Rules or excerpts from all Rules of the four Examining Boards are Summarized for brevity. 
For details, refer to the entire Rules at each Boardôs website; see References. 

 

Each person certified by the Boards must practice only in the certified specialty areas contained on the certificate/license as issued or upgraded,  

and only for the types of radiographs specified in the Board-specific Rules. 

 

Board of Medical  

Examiners 

ÅAll certificates shall be posted in a location visible to all patients receiving radiographic  examinations. 
ÅBoard-issued certificates are subject to being disciplined for the same causes, to the same extent, and pursuant to the same 

procedures as issued medical licenses. 

ÅUnder NO circumstances may a person with limited certification perform any procedure utilizing contrast media, or  
perform any invasive radiological procedure. 

ÅEach person certified by one of these examining Boards must practice radiography only under orders from a physician 

licensed with the same Board. 
ÅUnder NO circumstances may a person with limited certification perform any procedure utilizing CT or fluoroscopy,  

including C-Arm units. 

ÅThe Rules do not authorize the licensee to perform MRI or Ultrasound procedures. 
ÅPracticing radiography beyond the scope of certification is grounds for decertification and other disciplinary action. 

Board of Osteopathic  

Examination 

ÅAll certificates shall be posted in a location visible to all patients receiving radiographic examinations. 
ÅBoard-issued certificates are subject to being disciplined for the same causes, to the same extent, and pursuant to the same 

procedures as issued medical licenses. 

ÅUnder NO circumstances may a person with limited certification perform any procedure utilizing contrast media, or  
perform any invasive radiological procedure. 

ÅEach person certified by one of these examining Boards must practice radiography only under orders from a physician 

licensed with the same Board. 
 ÅUnder NO circumstances may a person with limited certification perform any procedure utilizing CT or fluoroscopy,  

including C-Arm units. 

ÅThe Rules do not authorize the licensee to perform MRI or Ultrasound procedures. 
ÅPracticing radiography beyond the scope of certification is grounds for decertification and other disciplinary action. 

Board of Chiropractic  

Examiners 

ÅAll certificates shall be posted in a location visible to all patients receiving radiographic examinations. 
ÅAny person who possesses a valid unsuspended and unrevoked certificate has the right to use the title Certified  

Chiropractic X-Ray Technologist. No other person shall assume this title in any form, fashion, or medium.  

The work performed includes offering chiropractic x-ray technologist advice and services to the public, specifically and 
only on orders from a duly licensed chiropractic physician. 

ÅChiropractic X-Ray Technologist is one who serves the public only on the orders of a licensed Chiropractic physician, and 

as such the practice is restricted to those persons credentialed by the Board. 
ÅPersons engaging in practice as a Chiropractic X-Ray Technologist without being credentialed are in violation. 

Board of Podiatric  

Medical Examiners 

ÅAll certificates shall be posted in a location visible to all patients receiving radiographic examinations. 
ÅBoard-issued certificates are subject to being disciplined for the same causes, to the same extent, and pursuant to the same 

procedures as issued medical licenses. 

ÅUnder NO circumstances may a person with limited certification perform any procedure utilizing contrast media, or  
perform any invasive radiological procedure. 

ÅEach person certified by one of these examining Boards must practice radiography only under orders from a physician 

licensed with the same Board. 
ÅPracticing radiography beyond the scope of certification is grounds for decertification and other disciplinary action. 

Supervision: Responsibilities of Employer/Physicians: 
 

Once a person is duly certified, licensed, and working, it is the responsibility of BOTH the Radiographer AND the Physician  

to ensure that all work done in the x-ray room is done with personnel who possess a current, in good standing license. 
 

The Supervising Physician is required by law to place a copy of the Radiographerôs current, in good standing license for x-ray in the 

personnel file. The scope of the license should authorize the procedures being performed and the equipment being used in that office. 
 

The employing Physician, or his Designee, shall exercise close supervision and assume full control and responsibility under these 

rules for the services provided by any duly licensed person employed in the Physicianôs practice.  
 

The supervision and control does not require the physical presence of the Physician at all times at the site where the services are  

being provided. However, it does require that the Physician have his primary medical practice physically located in Tennessee, and 

that he be capable of being physically present at the site where the services are being provided, within a reasonable time depending 

upon the type of x-ray being performed and the severity of the medical complications that may arise from that type of x-ray. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Comparisons among these Four Examining Boards for Rules Re: Limited X-Ray 

Scope of Practice Part B 

Body Categories (Specialty Areas) Allowed and Defined 
Bone Densitometry is on Separate Table (see RulesðPart B) 

 

All Rules or excerpts from all Rules of the four Examining Boards are Summarized for brevity. 
For details, refer to the entire Rules at each Boardôs website; see References. 

Board of Medical Examiners 

Chest: 

   Visceral Thorax only: PA/AP, Lateral, Obliques, Decubitus, Apical Lordotic 

   No Ribs or Sternum 

ExtremitiesðUpper Extremity:  

   Routine views of Fingers up through the Pectoral Girdle 

ExtremitiesðLower Extremity:  

   Toes up through Femur, including routine unilateral hip joint views; No Pelvis 

Skull and Sinuses: 

   SkullðAP/PA, Townes and Lateral 

   Sinusesðupright PA/Caldwell, Lateral, Waters 

Spine: 

   CervicalðAP/PA, Lateral, Obliques, Open-Mouth Odontoid 

   ThoracicðAP/PA, Lateral, Swimmers 

   LumbarðAP/PA, Lateral, Spot Lateral of L5-S1, Obliques 

Board of Osteopathic Examination 

Chest, Upper Extremity, Lower Extremity, Skull and Sinuses 

are the same as the Board of Medical Examiners; see above. 

            But the Spine views are different: 

Spine: 

   CervicalðAP/PA, Lateral, Obliques 

   ThoracicðAP/PA, Lateral (excluding Breathing Lateral) 

   LumbarðAP/PA, Lateral, Obliques  

    Sacrumð Oblique Sacral and Sacroiliac Views 

    Coccyxð AP/PA, Lateral 

Board of Chiropractic Examiners 

Extremities 

Spine: 

   Cervical 

   Thoracic 

   Lumbar 

Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners Foot and Ankle 

 

(Continued on page 13) 
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